
 

 

COURSES THAT FULFILL THE INDIGENOUS COURSE REQUIREMENT (ICR) 

This list will continue to evolve as courses are approved as fulfilling the ICR. Please refer to the online calendar for most recent 

information.  

 
ANTHROPOLOGY (ANTH)  

ANTH-1005 (3) Introduction to Cultural Anthropology: Indigenous Focus  
(3 hrs Lecture) This course is a general introduction to the comparative study of human social and cultural life. Topical emphases 

vary but may include language, economic and political organization, kinship and marriage, ritual and belief, and the causes and 

consequences of social and cultural change in the contemporary world. This course focuses primarily on Indigenous peoples in 

North America. Some instructors may devote substantially more time than others to the study of linguistics. Students are advised 

to consult with individual instructors for details.  
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ANTH-3162 
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in the urban environment may also be explored. We may also analyze the unique problems created by the range of jurisdictional 

responsibilities towards Aboriginal people in the urban environment. 

Cross-listed: IS-4445(3) and UIC-4445(3).  
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EDUCATION (EDUC)  

EDUC-4410 (3) Introduction to Indigenous Education  
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HIST-1009 (3) Introduction to Indigenous Studies: Art, Culture and History
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Bolivia. It considers the intrusion on Indigenous lands of ethno-religious societies such as the Mennonites, and the evolution of 

attending social relations, including both inter-community co-operation and conflict. It examines respective worldviews, including 

ideas on non-violence, social equality, gender relations, racialization and land stewardship. The course considers recent cross-

cultural exchanges, including Mennonite advocacy, Indigenous counter-cultures, and persisting relations between the two cultures.  

Cross-listed: MENN-3128(3).  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and MENN-3128 

HIST
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establishment of reservations/reserve constitute the major topics of this lecture seminar. In a comparative approach, this course 

explores critical differences and similarities in Indigenous history on both sides of the Canadian and US border.  

Cross-listed: ANTH-3127(3).  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-3127.  

HIST-3617 (3) Indigenous Peoples and Treaties  
(3 HRS Lecture/Seminar) This course examines treaties and treaty-making between indigenous peoples and European colonial 

powers and their successor states from the early colonial period to the late nineteenth century. Topics include European claims to 

the Americas, European and indigenous ways of treaty making, indigenous concepts of land-ownership, United States and 

Canadian treaty policies, treaty making in Australia and New Zealand, and the enduring struggles for treaty rights by indigenous 

peoples. A number of treaties are analyzed in class as historical documents.  

HIST-3623 (3) Indigenous Women’s History  
(3 hrs Lecture/Seminar) This course examines Metis, Inuit and First Nations women's history in Canada. The course covers a variety 

of themes, including Indigenous women's health, labour and education history; histories of sexual, legal, and social regulation of 

Indigenous women; and formal, informal, local and national women's organizations. Students also engage in historical interpretation 

of a variety of different kinds of historical evidence and consider the creative work of Indigenous women in diverse cultural fields 

including art, film, music and literature.  

Cross-listed: IS-3523(3) and WGS-3523(3).  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and IS-3523 | WGS-3523.  

HIST-3625 (3) History of the Métis  
(3 hrs Lecture/Seminar) This lecture/seminar course traces the history of people of mixed Indigenous/European descent from their 

origins in New France and the fur trade to the modern period. Special attention is given to family and community history. Comparative 

studies help us understand why a Métis political and ethnic consciousness develops in some settings but not in others.  

HIST-3814 (3 or 6) Indigenous Arts  
(3 hrs Lecture/Seminar) This lecture/seminar course offers an introduction to the arts of Indigenous peoples with a focus on 

contemporary First Nations and Métis art in Canada. Students explore critical approaches to the social and political issues 

surrounding tradition, appropriation, modernity, and personal identity in our survey of visual art. Forms examined may include 

painting, sculpture, print making, installation, dance, music, theatre, new media, and performance. Local artists, exhibitions, and 

collections offer students first-hand experience of current art production in Manitoba.  

HIST-3833 (3) From the Reel to the Digital: Indigenous Film and New Media Art 
(3 hrs Lecture/Seminar) This course explores how Indigenous artists have used digital technology, video, and film to engage with 

colonization, assimilation, residential schools, and other government policies in Canada and across the globe. The course themes 

are examined through the theoretical frameworks of visual, cultural, queer, and gender studies. These frames assist in analyzing 

how Indigenous artists create a visual language of resistance, revitalization, and decolonization. Artists explore topics such as the 

land, language, identity, sovereignty, environmental racism, economic development, health, music, art, dance, human rights, and 

spirituality through various media and artistic practices. 

HIST-4570 (3 or 6) Settler Colonialism  
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course examines the history of settler colonialism in the North American context. It samples recent 

scholarship on Indigenous and settler history in Canada, engages primary source analysis, and covers a range of topics relating to 

the historical processes and structures that functioned to supplant Indigenous populations with an invasive settler society including 

a distinctive, if changing, identity and claim to sovereignty.  

Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-4105.  
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IDS-4824 (3) Biocultural Diversity Conservation  
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course focuses on the interrelationship between indigenous peoples and their environment. 

Indigenous and local communities contribute with understanding, practices and innovations regarding the use and conservation of 

biodiversity and natural resources in diverse ecosystems. The value of indigenous knowledge is recognized in international 

agreements and efforts are made to integrate traditional ecological knowledge into conservation and management programs. The 

tensions arising from the confluence of indigenous and scientific knowledge, the opposition of different epistemological approaches, 

the increasing loss of bio diversity and indigenous cultures, the interconnectedness between biological and cultural diversity are the 

central themes of this course.  

Cross-listed: ANTH-4024(3), IS-4024(3).  

Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-4024 | IS-4024. 

INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES (IL)  

IL-1408 (3) Indigenous Languages, Contact and Change  

(3 hrs Lecture) This course lays a foundation for Indigenous language learning and revitalization work with Indigenous language 

communities. The course examines Indigenous languages of Manitoba and the changes that have occurred due to colonization and 

assimilation. Students learn Creator's Laws and Sacred teachings regarding language. This course also examines the trauma that 

has been inflicted on Indigenous languages and speakers, through educational and other policies. Discussions focus on suggested 

solutions to endangerment and loss of Indigenous linguistic diversity. Languages such as Ojibwe, Cree, Ojibwe-Cree, Dakota, and 

Michif are highlighted for analysis. 

INDIGENOUS STUDIES (IS)  

IS-1010 (3) Indigenous Ways of Knowing  
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion)) Large numbers of Indigenous peoples settling in Winnipeg, and in core 
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IS-1401 (3) Introductory Michif I (Experimental) 
(3 hrs Lecture | 1 hrs Lab) This course is an introduction to Michif language in a culturally safe and supportive learning environment. 

The emphasis is on task and project-based immersion learning for whole language skills useful in daily and cultural life. A special 

focus is on the use of verbs in simple tenses in indicative, interrogative and imperative forms reflecting the complexity of Michif's 

verbal morphosyntax. As a class, students work on listening comprehension, oral expression, and written skil
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IS-2402 (3) Mazinaatesewin: Indigenous Representations in Film  
(1.5 hrs Lecture | 1.5 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course critically examines the portrayal of Indigenous peoples in film by engaging 

with film and literature discussing indigenous cinema and how cinematic tropes lead to generalized representations which are 

solidified into the viewer's minds. Students explore topics such as imperfect and fourth cinema, Indigenous self-representation, 

collective authorship, representation, impersonation, and appropriation. Films examined are in the modern era (1970 onwards) and 
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IS-3125 (3) The Intergenerational Legacy of Residential Schools  
(3 hrs Lecture) The residential school system was a mandatory school system for all Aboriginal children. The objective of these 

schools was to extinguish Aboriginal culture and language from the Canadian landscape. The first school opened in the late 1800's 

and the last school closed in the 1980's. The result from this long history is a legacy that impacts all Canadians and Aboriginal 

peoples. This course examines the impact of the residential school system in a variety of areas such as the loss of language and 

culture, loss of parenting skills, (especially mothering), as well as settler and Aboriginal relations.  

Cross-listed: UIC-3125(3) 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and UIC-3125.  

Requisite Courses: IS-1015 or IS-1016 and IS-1017 or the former IS-1015 [prerequisite(s)]. 

IS-3162 (3) Social Enterprise in the Indigenous Context 
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) Students study theories and practices related to social enterprise models in Canada, the UK, the US 

and elsewhere. The course has a particular interest in the relationship between social enterprises, related policies, and indigenous 

sovereignty or self-determination. Students are familiarized with the range of Indigenous social enterprises in Canada and 

internationally, and trained in policy and project analysis. Students put social enterprise theory into practice by creating a proposal 

for a hypothetical social enterprise project focused in an identified need, gap, or interest in an Indigenous community or 

organization.  

Cross-listed: ANTH-3162(3).  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-3162. 
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IS-3717 (3 or 6) Indigenous Literatures and Cultures  
(3hrs Lecture) This course examines the Indigenous literatures and cultures of North America. Students study early forms of 
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communities. By examining Canadian and international case studies as well as empirical research on Indigenous voices, 

knowledges and perspectives on their own food systems, this course critically engages students with the concepts, approaches, 

practices and challenges of Indigenous food production, consumption and distribution and their role in achieving community food 

security.  

Restrictions: 
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the topic. Students who successfully complete this course receive credit as indicated.  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-2407 | IS-2407.  

LING-2105 (3) Indigenous Languages, Contact and Change (Experimental) 

(3 hrs Lecture) This course examines Indigenous languages of Manitoba and the changes that have occurred due to colonization 

and assimilation as well as the processes of Indigenous language endangerment which is now occurring on a global scale. 

Discussions also focus on suggested solutions to endangerment and loss of Indigenous linguistic diversity. Languages such as 

Ojibwe, Cree, Ojibwe-Cree, Dakota, and Michif are highlighted for analysis.  

Cross-listed: ANTH-2408. Experimental Course - This course is offered on a trial basis to gauge interest in the topic. Students 

who successfully complete this course receive credit as indicated.  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-2408. 

LING-4025 (3) Indigenous Languages: Culture, Rights and Conflicts  
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) Indigenous languages are an integral part of Indigenous peoples' identity, worldview and culture. It is 

however, currently estimated that up to ninety per cent of the world's Indigenous languages are likely to disappear by the end of the 

century. This course is designed to give students and overview of Indigenous language issues related to culture, advocacy, 

revitalization, and resistance. Students are encouraged to critically compare and contrast the treatment of Indigenous languages 

through legislation, policy, grassroots activism, and educational and systemic efforts in countries such as Canada, the United States, 

New Zealand, Norway, and Sweden.  

Cross-listed: IS-4025(3)  

Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not hold credit for this course and IS-4025.  

Requisite Courses: IS-1015 or IS-1016 and IS-1017 [prerequisite(s)] 

MENNONITE STUDIES (MENN)  

MENN-3128 (3) Indigenous-Mennonite Relations  
(3 hrs Lecture) Indigenous-Mennonite Relations examines the history of the encounters between Indigenous societies and a 

European settler group. It focuses on specific encounters, first in Canada, but also in the United States, Mexico, Paraguay and 

Bolivia. It considers the intrusion on Indigenous lands of ethno-religious societies such as the Mennonites, and the evolution of 
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RELIGION AND CULTURE (REL)  

REL-2801 (3) Introduction to Indigenous Spirituality  
(3hrs Lecture) This course provides an introduction to the plurality of Indigenous religious traditions in North America and the 

diversity, complexity, and vitality of these traditions. Included in the course content is an understanding of traditional ceremonies, 

cosmology or worldview, creation stories and other narrative forms, cultural values, healers, and medicine. Special attention is given 

to Anishinaabe, Omushkego, and Dakota traditions.  

REL-2802 (3) Indigenous and Christian Encounter  
(3hrs Lecture) This course will explore Indigenous Spirituality in the context of the encounter between Christianity and the traditional 

religions of the Indigenous peoples of Canada from first contact to the present. Topics will include missionary societies, residential 

schools and historical and contemporary responses to the Christian tradition. Special attention will be given to Anishnabe, 

Omushkego, and Dakota traditions.  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and REL-2805.  

REL-2803 (3) Indigenous Sacred Narratives  
(3 hrs Lecture) In Indigenous traditions, storytelling is an important means by which cultural values, traditional knowledge and 

worldviews are taught. In this course, students are introduced to the vast corpus of sacred narratives found in Indigenous religious 

traditions in the Americas. Narratives are examined to identify mythic themes/story types, human and non-human characters, 

cultural values, and traditional teachings. Indigenous and academic concepts are used to understand the importance and meaning 

of sacred narratives. Methodological and interpretive issues in the study of myth are explored.  

REL-2804 (3)  Global Perspectives on Indigenous Societies, Spiritualties, and the 

Environment  

(3 hrs Lecture) This course explores the spiritual traditions of Indigenous cultures throughout the world. For example, we examine 

the role of elders and shamans in various aboriginal societies, their understandings of the environment in which they live, and their 

various expressions of spirituality. The course discusses the recognition of Indigenous rights at the United Nations and its 

implications for preserving land, cultures and spiritualties. Finally, students reflect on the effect of development on Indigenous lands 

and how that is affecting Indigenous societies and their traditional belief systems.  

Cross-listed: IDS-2804(3).  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and IDS-2804.  

REL-3802 & 4802 (3) Indigenous Healers  
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course focuses on the religious/spiritual leaders who are often referred to as medicine men/women 

or shamans. These individuals primarily function as healers but may also serve as Elders, prophets, priests, philosophers, 

intellectuals, mystics, artists, poets, and musicians, among other roles. This course examines the historical and contemporary place 
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Cross-listed: REL-4803(3).  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and REL-4803. Requisite Courses: REL-
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SOC-3123 (3)  Crime, Victimization, and Justice in Aboriginal Communities  
(3 hrs Lecture) This course involves the study of adult and youth crime, victimization and justice in Aboriginal communities. It 

involves the study of various types of programs (e.g., sentencing circles) developed by Aboriginal communities to facilitate culturally 

appropriate justice programs and their impact upon community development.  

Requisite Courses: SOC-1101 (Declared majors in Indigenous Studies may have the requisite waived by obtaining permission 

of the Sociology Department Chair) [prerequisite(s)]. 

THEATRE AND FILM  

THFM-1003 (6) Introduction to Theatre: Indigenous Performance  
(3 hrs Lecture) Students study performance in plays and stories of the Indigenous peoples of this area of North America through 

practical exercises, lectures and readings and/or films. The approach to development exercises, rehearsal and performance are 

based on traditional Indigenous teachings synthesized with approaches that have been adopted from other cultures by 

contemporary Indigenous theatre artists. The art and craft of the actor/performer/storyteller is explored through improvisation, role 

preparation, workshops and class presentations. Students are evaluated on both written and performance assignments. An Elder 

serves as advisor and support to the course. This course fulfills the prerequisite for all courses currently requiring an Introduction 

to Theatre course (THFM-1001 or THFM-1002), including THFM-2101 Acting Theory and Practice. 

Note: Only ONE of THFM-1001, THFM-1002 or THFM-1003 may be used toward the major. 

URBAN AND INNER CITY STUDIES (UIC)  

UIC-
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UIC-2035 (3) History of Indigenous Institutional Development in Winnipeg (Experimental) 
2 hrs Lecture | 1 hrs Seminar/Discussion) Indigenous peoples in Manitoba's largest urban centre have long been challenging 

systemic racism and colonial structures. In this course students learn about the rich history of lndigenous-led resistance and 

development in Winnipeg from 1950 and into the 2000s. Topics include the development of the Indian Métis Friendship Centre, the 

Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre, Children of the Earth School, Native Women's Transition Centre (now Indigenous Women's Healing 

Centre), and Neeginan Centre. Students also learn about a new generation of Indigenous leaders building spaces of hope and 

resistance in Winnipeg's inner-city neighbourhoods.  

Cross-listed: HIST-2513  

Experimental Course - This course is offered on a trial basis to gauge interest in the topic. Students who successfully complete 

this course receive credit as indicated.  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and HIST-2513 

UIC-3010 (3) Two-Spirit, Indigiqueer & Indigenous LGBTQ Realities  
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course examines Two-Spirit, Indigiqueer, and Indigenous LGBTQ identities, realities, and selected 

issues. Among other topics, we explore Indigenous conceptions of gender and sexuality, colonial impacts upon Indigenous gender 

and sexual diversity, relationships between queer Indigenous community and the mainstream LGBTQ community, as well as Two-

Spirit resurgence and self-determination especially in an urban context. Students learn to identify characteristics of nation-specific 

Indigenous concepts of gender and sexuality as well as ongoing colonial impacts.  

Cross-listed: IS-3011.  

Experimental Course - This course is offered on a trial basis to gauge interest in the topic. Students who successfully complete 

this course receive credit as indicated.  

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and IS-3011. 

UIC-3060 (3) Confronting Racism and Oppression  
(3 hrs Lecture) This course helps students understand what racism is, how it's expressed in Winnipeg's inner city and what factors 

contribute to its existence. The course provides practical tools for confronting racism, awareness and skill-building around dealing 

with internalized racism, and guidelines to becoming an ally with those experiencing the brunt of oppression that racism creates. 

The course emphasizes student participation and discussion and in-depth analysis of ideologies that underlie race-based practices, 

specifically with respect to Indigenous populations.  

Restrictions: Students who have credit for UIC-
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Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-4145 | IS-4445.  

Requisite Courses: A minimum of 6 credit hours in UIC courses or permission of the instructor [prerequisite(s)]. 

 

 

WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES (WGS)  

WGS-3001 (6) Indigenous and Critical Race Feminisms  
(3 hrs Lecture/Seminar)


