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Introduction 
UWinnipeg was one of the first in Canada to mandate that all students have knowledge about 
Indigenous people’s culture.  The student-led Indigenous Course Requirement (ICR) initiative was 
approved in November 2015 by University Senate.  Beginning in the Fall of 2016, Indigenous learning 
became a part of the undergraduate degree requirement for all new students.  Academic year 2021-
2022 was the sixth year of the ICR for undergraduate students at UWinnipeg. As described in the 
UWinnipeg Academic Calendar: “Students first enrolling in Fall Term 2016 or later must take at least 3 
credit hours from a list of courses approved by Senate. They may choose from several courses in which 
the greater part of the content is local Indigenous material — derived from or based on an analysis of 
the cultures, languages, history, ways of knowing, or contemporary reality of the Indigenous peoples of 
North America”.  A list of eligible courses can be found by visiting, http://uwinnipeg.ca/indigenous-
course-requirement, or in the Degree and Major Requirements section of the Academic calendar.   
 
This document provides an analysis on ICR course registrations for the 2021-2022 academic year.  
Comparison to previous academic years provided where appropriate.    
 
Method 
Course registrations from the 2021-2022 academic year (September 1, 2021 – August 31, 2022) were 
analyzed. The data was pulled as of August 31, 2022. Courses were excluded from the analysis if they 
were cancelled or if they were cross-listed with graduate courses and no undergraduate students were 
registered. Also, Faculty of Education courses and undergraduate students enrolled in the Faculty of 
Education were excluded, as the Faculty of Education offers a mandatory course for their students that 
fulfills the ICR requirement.  
 
Several ICR-approved courses are cross-listed between departments. Cross-listing is typically done to 
expand the reach of a course (e.g., by cross-listing a course in both History and Women’s & Gender 
Studies, the course description may be viewed in either department listing, and students can register 
through either listing). However, the total number of registrations 
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Table 2. Section offering between 2020-2021 and 2021-2022. 

Department 
2020-
2021 

2021-
2022 

Anthropology 5 7 

Criminal Justice 1 - 

Economics 1 1 

English 1 4 

French St - 1 

Geography 1 1 

History 24 28 

Indigenous Studies 24 27 

International Development 
Studies 

3 2 

Philosophy 5 1 

Political Science 3 3 

Religion and Culture 3 4 

Rhetoric and Communications 2 - 

Sociology - 1 

Theatre and Film 1 1 

Urban and Inner City Studies 5 7 

Women's and Gender Studies 1 - 

Total  80 88 

 

As shown in Figure 2, the majority of the ICR sections (41%) were 1000 level courses, with the number 

of offerings decreasing steadily for higher levels. Figure 3 shows the breakdown of course level 

offerings by department.  In this, we see that the majority of 1000 level courses were offered by 

Indigenous studies (21 sections), followed next by History (14 sections). 
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and History.  For the History Department, student demand and research interest in Indigenous history 

allows for linterest
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The category of instructor varied by department and is shown in Table 3.   

Section Capacity, Registrations, and Registrations by ICR Cohorts 

In 2021-2022, the total capacity for the 88 sections that ran was 3234. There were 2631 students 

registered in these sections. This was an increase in the total capacity and number of registrants from 

all the prior years (see Figure 4). The data show that capacity and registrants tended to increase over 

time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Number of Registrants in and Global Capacity of ICR Courses over Time. 

Figure 5 
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Figure 5. Total course capacity, number of registrations, and cumber of ICR cohort students by Department in 

2021-2022.  
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Table 5. Actual and estimated number of students completing the ICR over time (estimated numbers shaded grey). 

  Academic Year 

Cohort 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2022-202 

2016-
2017 

434 313 162 89 60 18 10 10 

2017-
2018 

 628 413 156 122 




